
• Draw an image that comes to mind when 
listening to this song.

• Student Thesis: Moriah Dorame’s musical 
interpretation “Escaping Darkness” shows how 
even within the depth of darkness of the mind, 
satisfaction can be discovered and achieved. 
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Overview: This presentation will take the "deeper 
approach" to learning theory from Ken Bain in his 
book What the Best College Students Do and apply 
it to a creative project in both the composition and 
literature classrooms. Moving beyond their need to 
simply "pass the class" or "chase the grade," this 
project allows students to take control of their own 
academic success. 



What Kind of Student are You?
• 3 Styles of Learning:

• 1] Surface learner—look for facts and words to 
memorize, attempting to anticipate any questions 
someone might ask them
– Focus is on passing test; trying to survive

• 2] Strategic learner—focus on finding out what the 
professor wants and how to “ace” the test/course
– Grade driven; fear something new or extra may 

damage their GPA; college as a checklist; trying 
to shine

• 3] Deep learner—focus on understanding the 
meaning behind the text and to think about its 
implications and applications on a critical level
– explores meaning beyond the “surface”; takes 

control of one’s own learning; has the “curiosity 
of a five year old on a treasure hunt but with 
the added skills of analysis, synthesis, 
evaluation, and theorizing” (47-8).



English 450: Fundamentals of Composition
(One Level Before Transfer-Level English)

Excerpt From Course Catalog Description:
ENGL-450 is a three-unit course designed to 
teach the fundamentals of composition.  It 
emphasizes the careful study and practice of 
expository writing techniques and the frequent 
writing of integrated paragraphs and essays, 
with the ultimate goals of writing an essay using 
sources and preparing the student for ENGL-1A. 





ENGL 450—Creative Project

“Art enhances our lives, and 
brings us closer to what we 

believe in. It makes us think…It’s 
about joy, appreciation and 

getting more out of ourselves. Art 
gives us symbols — avenues to 

seeing things differently.” –
Rebecca Grace Jones













Journal Exercise
1. Brainstorm various topics associated with 

The Things They Carried

2. Which of those topics is included in this 
text?

3. Choose ONE topic and compose a question 
about it 

4. Answer the question, creating a theme 
statement

5. Identify HOW the author proves or reflects 
this chosen theme—you should come up 
with 3-4 examples, details, or images to 
support the chosen theme statement



















Art Walk
• Goal: for students to provide honest feedback on each other’s creative project

• The project should be primarily judged on the student’s ability to reflect his/her critical 
reading of the text in an original, creative manner

• More specifically, on the grading rubric for the creative project, the student will be scored by 
his/her peers “based on the ability of the project to effectively engage the student audience 
with a creative connection to The Things They Carried”

• This feedback given does contribute to the student’s overall score on the creative project 
[1/5th of the grade]

• The process:
1. Each student will provide feedback on 10 other projects, not including his/her own 

project
2. Students will spend 5 minutes with each project. The student should spend some time 

reading/studying/analyzing the project with a critical eye before providing any feedback
3. This feedback will be done anonymously, so please do not write your name on your post-

it notes
4. Finally, as part of your feedback, provide a “score” between 1-5 on the project’s ability to 

originally and creatively reflect the text. 1 being the lowest and 5 being the highest score.



What hopes 
may I have for 
my future?

What concerns 
may I have 
about my 
future?What questions 

may I have about 
my future?

Stepping Into the 
(Surface, Strategic, and Deep) Shoes 
of New Community College Students 
for a Moment



Surface —look for facts and words to memorize, 
attempting to anticipate any questions someone 
might ask them

• Focus is on passing test; trying to survive

Strategic —focus on finding out what the 
professor wants and how to “ace” the test/course

Deep —focus on understanding the meaning behind 
the text and to think about its implications and 
applications on a critical level

(47-8).

How may early community college 
experiences help promote an 
ongoing preference for deep 
learning over surface and/or 
strategic learning?

Beginning in ALL Chaffey College 
students (new or continuing) must 
have completed the following to retain 
your registration priority:

•The following changes will go into 
effect Fall 2014:

Enrollment

ALL Chaffey College students (new or 
continuing) must have completed the 
following to retain your registration 
priority:
•The Chaffey College Assessment process 
– includes taking the following placement 
tests: 

• Math
• English
• Reading
• or ESL

•Orientation – contact the counseling 
office

•Education Plan – approved by a 
counselor
•Maintain Good Academic Standing 
(cumulative GPA 2.0) 
•Financial Aid Students – Effective Fall 
2015 Students’ Board of Governor’s fee 
waiver eligibility will be impacted if you do 
not meet academic and progress 
standards for two consecutive terms.

Su = Surface/ 
Survival

St =
Strategic/
Trying to Shine

D = Deep/ 
Depth of  
Education

Who am I?  Why am I here?  What is my role?  Out of that quest they had thought about what they 
valued, the kind of person each of them wanted to be, and the type of world they hoped to create. 
What the Best Students Do
Pg. 48

What connections may we make 
between student hopes, questions, 
concerns, and learning types?



“Grades never became her motivation.  

For Debra, her focus remained on 
understanding what would help her 
become an excellent physician, and that is 
what pushed her through school.”

What The Best Students Do
Pg.46

How may educators promote deeper learning in connection with student hopes, 
concerns, and questions about their futures?  



“Jumpstart  
Your Career” 
pgs. 32-56
(Custom Create 
Textbook)

“Skills and 
Interests: 
Your Career 
Assets” 
(pgs. 57-76)

English 575 
Reading
Assignments
(Updated for 
this course)

Readings About the Job Market
Pgs. 2-31
(Custom Create Textbook)

Description

Exemplification 

Process 
Analysis

Active Reading 
Strategies

Audience, Purpose, 
Genre, and Tone

Essay Structure

Topic Sentences

Major vs. Minor Details

Primary and Secondary 
Research 

Integrating Quotations

Rhetorical Strategies
Analysis 

Career Development Research Guide

Narration
Definition 

Argumentation 

http://www.writingintheie.info/575careerresourceguide.html


“Because they understood the principle that all of us are unique, they also 
grasped that each of us can benefit from the special contributions of other 
people.”

“ . . . motivation came in part from simply marveling at even the small 
accomplishments of others, letting each triumph challenge and inspire.”

What the Best College Students Do Pg. 48

Collaborative Research Collages



Creative Projects: World Literature [ENGL 70B]





Discussion
• What ideas do you have for facilitating deeper learning in the 

classroom?

Resource Page
• http://www.writingintheie.info/October2013Presentation.html

http://www.writingintheie.info/October2013Presentation.html
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