
 

 

ESSAY TWO/ENGLISH 1A/UTSLER/PHOTOGRAPHY COLLECTION/DUE:10/20/16: 

 

 

Choose one of the following options: 

Option A: Choose a recent or previous event. Introduce viewers to a meaningful 
collection of photographs associated with this event 

Option B: Choose a specific person. Introduce viewers to a meaningful collection of 
photographs associated with this person. 

Option C: Choose a specific place. Introduce viewers to a meaningful collection of 
photographs associated with this place.  

Option D: Choose a specific theme. Introduce viewers to a meaningful collection of 
photographs associated with this theme. 

 

Overview 

“The camera is an instrument that teaches people how to see without a camera.” 
— Dorothea Lange 

Take time to consider multiple photographs of a person, event, place, theme or 
other subject. Develop a self-curated collection of professional and/or personal 
photographs for public display. Consider audience, purpose, tone, and genre as you 
develop your collection of photographs. 

Include the following required source information in a caption next to each photograph:                     

the source name, photographer name (when available), and website address  

 

 

 

  

  

Fair Use Statement:                                                                                                        

This project asks you to imagine that you are a curator professionally displaying 

photographs for public viewing. That said, English 1A projects are created for 

teaching purposes. Students should consult copyright and fair use laws before 

using photographs for purposes outside of this project activity. 



Photography Collection Assessment:  

I will consider how well your collection demonstrates the following: 

 

“The power of a portrait lies in that fraction of a second when you catch a glimpse 
of that person’s life.” Sebastiao Salagado 

1. Understanding and addressing this assignment prompt appropriately  

 

2. Considering audience, purpose, and tone in developing the photography collection 

 

3. Narrowing your collection’s focus specifically and meaningfully  

 

4. Choosing, collecting, and displaying these images for viewing as an exhibit, as a time 
capsule, as a presentation, or as another professionally and publically viewable form  

 

Fair Use Statement: This project asks you to imagine that you are a curator displaying 
photographs professionally for public viewing. That said, English 1A projects are created for 
teaching purposes. 

 

5. Choosing a total of approximately twelve to twenty photographs for the collection 

 

6. Classifying the photographs in four or more groups/categories  

  

7. Giving your overall collection a specific, effective overall title and naming each 
category effectively 

 

8. Including approximately three to five photographs in each category 

 

9. Include the following required source information in a caption next to each 
photograph: the source name, photographer name (when available), and website 
address  

Notes: 

 

 

 



ESSAY TWO/ENGLISH 1A/UTSLER/ACADEMIC ESSAY/DUE: 10/20/16 

In an academic essay featuring an introduction, several body paragraphs, and a 
conclusion, analyze your self-curated collection of photographs.  

Provide your readers with meaningful ways of seeing and understanding your 
collection of images. 

Discuss the target audience(s) and purpose(s) for your collection. 

Identify, define, and discuss four or more categories of collection photographs.  

Name and provide a stipulative definition for each category.  

Discuss multiple photographs as examples for each category.  

Highlight, describe and analyze a specific sample photograph for each category.                                                       

For each sample photograph, use specific descriptive details to help readers 
imagine the image. In addition to describing the image, analyze the image. 
Integrate your responses to selected analysis handout questions as part of your 
analysis. 

Reminder: To avoid plagiarism and promote your credibility, you must credit all 
source uses in your essay. Sources include but are not limited to photographs, 
photograph captions, news articles, class lectures, books, films, your 
photography collection, and all other sources of information. Source crediting 
must be used when paraphrasing, directly quoting, summarizing, and/or 
otherwise including information from sources.      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rhetorical Strategies Palette 

 

Use the following strategies to help you support your thesis statement and analysis: 

Classification 

Definition 

Description 

Exemplification  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Direct Audience: to be discussed/identified by the writer (as appropriate given guidelines) 

Indirect Audience:  English department faculty (including Professor Utsler), English 1A students  

Direct Purpose:    to be discussed/identified by the writer (as appropriate/given guidelines)          

Indirect Purpose: to demonstrate understanding/application of course strategies/concepts 

 

Academic Essay:  Write a well-organized and well-supported academic essay. This essay requires an 

introductory paragraph, body paragraphs, and a concluding paragraph. The essay is expected to feature 

a specific, clear, and effective thesis statement (likely placed at the end of the introduction). Each body 

paragraph is expected to feature a topic sentence, supporting details (major and minor), and a concluding 

transitional sentence. The last paragraph, the conclusion, brings closure to the essay. 

 

Effectiveness/Assessment: I will consider the following questions: 

1. Context: To what extent does the essay reflect attention to audience, purpose, genre, and tone?  

2. Title: To what extent does the title feature effective use of at least one title-development 
strategy?   

3. Introduction: To what extent does the essay feature an effective introductory paragraph? 

4. Thesis Statement: Is the thesis statement placed at the end of the introduction (or in another 
appropriate, purposeful location)? To what extent does the thesis statement provide a clear and 
specific overall contract for readers? To what extent does the thesis statement feature effective 
forecasting of the categories to be discussed?  

5. Idea Development: To what extent does the essay fulfill the writer’s contract with readers?  To 
what extent does the writer illustrate ideas with specific evidence?  

6. Topic Sentences: To what extent does each body paragraph feature an effective topic sentence 
(as the first sentence or as another purposefully placed sentence in the paragraph)?  

7. Supporting Details: To what extent does each body paragraph feature effective uses of 
supporting details?  

8. Rhetorical Strategies: a. to what extent does the essay feature effective classification use?         
b. To what extent does the essay feature effective uses of definition, description, and 
exemplification?  

9. To what extent does the essay feature effective analysis of a sample photo for each category? 

10. Source Use and Crediting: A limited amount of source use is expected. Sources must be 
credited appropriately to avoid plagiarism. In addition, to what extent are source uses effectively 
incorporated through direct quotes, paraphrasing, and/or summary?  

11. Organization: To what extent does the essay remain focused? To what extent is the essay 
organized effectively overall? To what extent is each paragraph organized effectively? To what 
extent does the essay feature effective uses of transitions, repetition of words/synonyms, and/or 
other choices which ensure coherence? 

12. Conclusion: To what extent does the conclusion begin with a successful restatement of the 
thesis statement?  To what extent does the conclusion provide satisfying closure for the essay? 

13. Sentence-Level Considerations: To what extent does the essay feature effective sentence-level 
choices (effective word choices, sentence variety, other)?  To what extent does the essay avoid 
grammatical and punctuation errors which interfere with successful communication of ideas?  

14. To what extent is the essay formatted correctly according to MLA standards? 

15. To what extent does your essay reflect attention to the assignment sheet, course instruction, 
class activities and course readings? 

16. Is the essay an appropriate length, given the requirements? (800-1,400 words approximately) 


