
Self-Evaluation: Melissa Utsler 

 

Professional Activities: Please list those activities in which you have been involved since your last 

evaluation that have contributed to your professional development and subject competency.  Such 

activities may include, but are not limited to conferences, workshops, training sessions attended, 

professional organizations to which you belong; awards or honors received; creative projects worked on; 

classes taken, or other educational activities in which you have been engaged.  

 

Moodle Training  

Since my last evaluation, I have completed Moodle training through Chaffey College: 

 

Moodle® 2.8 Course Architect 2.8 Badge  

o "Wiki Builder M28"  
o "Managing Conditional Activities M28 

 

Moodle® 2.8 Course Builder 2.8 Badge  

o "Gradebook Manager M28"  
o "Resource Builder M28"  
o "Book Builder M28"  
o "Enrollment Manager M28"  
o "Block Builder M28"  
o "Feedback Builder M28"  
o "File Manager M28"  
o "Quiz Builder M28"  
o "Forum Builder M28"  
o "Assignment Builder M28"   



 

Moodle® 2.8 Course Designer 2.8 Badge 

      "Group Builder M28" with minimum grade of 80 
o "Chat Builder M28" with minimum grade of 80 
o "Lesson Builder M28" with minimum grade of 80 
o "Choice Builder M28" with minimum grade of 80 

 

Moodle® 2.8 Course Developer Badge  

o "Gradebook Manager M28" with minimum grade of 80 
o "Resource Builder M28" with minimum grade of 80 
o "Book Builder M28" with minimum grade of 80 
o "Enrollment Manager M28" with minimum grade of 80 
o "Block Builder M28" with minimum grade of 80 
o "Feedback Builder M28" with minimum grade of 80 
o "File Manager M28" with minimum grade of 80 
o "Group Builder M28" with minimum grade of 80 
o "Chat Builder M28" with minimum grade of 80 
o "Wiki Builder M28" with minimum grade of 80 
o "Managing Conditional Activities M28" with minimum grade of 80 
o "Lesson Builder M28" with minimum grade of 80 
o "Quiz Builder M28" with minimum grade of 80 
o "Forum Builder M28" with minimum grade of 80 
o "Choice Builder M28" with minimum grade of 80 
o "Assignment Builder M28" with minimum grade of 80 

 

Watched through Learning Spaces: “Making the Grade”     

 (additional help with Moodle Gradebook)   



English 1A students practice analyzing a variety of photography 

collections. Options include (right and center) books by Art Wolfe. 

The Wolfe seminar featured training in photograph analysis; 

participants received booklets for reviewing analysis techniques 

(sample page from the booklet on left: patterns and textures).  

Professional Development at Chaffey College 

10/21/16 (upcoming): FSC seminar, “Motivated Reasoning in Teaching and Learning” 

5/2/16: “Preventing Discrimination and Sexual Violence: Title IX, VAWA and Clery Act for 

Faculty and Staff” 

Summer 2015: Please see the previous list of Learning Spaces/Moodle courses and badges. 

June 2014: Young Rhetorician’s Conference 

May 2014: Faculty Summer Institute, “Deconstruct and Design: Building Success Among a Diverse 

Student Population” 

 

Classes taken through Chaffey College tuition reimbursement program: 

UCLA Extension online: Photography 1 (four quarter units), Photography 2 (four quarter units), 

and Photoshop 1 (four quarter units)  

 

Additional Professional Development:  

(9/18/16) a four hour seminar with photographer Art Wolfe  

This seminar featured iconic photographs and related art history, a collection of strategies for 

analyzing photographs, and a creative emphasis on making one’s own photographic art. I am 

already integrating aspects of this helpful seminar into my English 1A teaching.  

The second major English 1A project focuses on student analysis of a self-curated exhibit (plan), 

time-capsule, presentation, or other photography collection for public display.  

Students prepare for developing individual projects through participation in group practice 

activities and projects. Students have multiple opportunities to practice analysis in class with 

Wolfe’s books. He is an internationally known photographer who previously hosted a PBS 

television show. 

 

 



(1/9/16) photographer Joel Sartore: morning and afternoon workshops 

through the Annenberg Space for Photography and the LA Zoo  

English 1A Students also may analyze Joel Sartore’s work as we 

prepare for our second major essay assignment. Sartore is known 

internationally for his Photo Ark of animals facing extinction and 

the projections of his images on the Empire State Building.  

(ongoing) Multiple visits to the Annenberg Space for Photography and Skylight Studios 

The Annenberg Photography Space website features a variety of resources including 

photography lecture videos, sample exhibit images, and photographer biographies. Exhibits 

feature a range of themes.  

Students in my English 1A classes are reading It’s What I Do: A Photographer’s Life of Love and 

War, the memoir of Pulitzer-prize winning photojournalist, Lynsey Addario. Her images have 

been featured in two different Annenberg exhibits. A limited number of students in my English 

1A classes have earned extra credit for visiting and writing about Refugee, the recent 

Annenberg exhibit featuring Addario’s photography. 

 

(7/31/15) certificated earned: “Analyzing Primary Sources: Photographs and Prints from the teachers’ 

online professional development series from The Library of Congress” 

 

California Community College Professional Learning Network (PLN): Lynda.com   

9/13/16: Photojournalism and Photo Essay fundamentals                                                                         

(origin of the “time capsule” option for Essay Two) 

3/18/16: From Art Making to Art Thinking                                                                                                                

(I focused on making connections to 21st century learners, problem-based learning, group activities, and 

Essay Two. From description: “Learn how changing arts education to focus on ‘art thinking’ can help 

students solve problems in a variety of fields.”) 

2/13/16: Color for Design and Art                                                                                                                              

(I would like to continue learning visual design for educational environments and 

learning resource development; Lynda.com offers a starting place.) 

9/2015: Moodle Advanced Techniques 
8/16/15: Captivate 8 Advanced Techniques 

8/22/15: Captivate Projects, Drag-and-Drop Interactions                                                                               

8/15: Moodle 2.8 Essential Training                                                                                                               

7/28/15: Captivate 8 Essential Training                                                                                                         

7/2015: Instructional Design Essentials: Storyboarding 

(Far from achieving 

Mastery level, I continue 

to develop my working 

knowledge of Adobe 

Captivate, Photoshop, 

and other instructional 

design resources.) 



Classroom/Worksite Activities. What have you done that was particularly successful; what have 

you done that did not work?  What do you need to do in order to improve your total job 

performance?  What District resources or services would assist you in meeting your goals?   

 

English 1A students are reading photojournalist Lynsey Addario’s memoir, It’s What I Do: A 

Photographer’s Life of Love and War. For one of our major essay projects, students advise the 

filmmakers about adapting the memoir. The upcoming film and relevant, timely content help to 

make the memoir an appropriate choice. Many students also are familiar with Jennifer 

Lawrence, cast as Addario, and/or the film’s planned director, Steven Spielberg. 

 

 

District Resources: Wish List 

Students are living and learning in a visual culture. To further enhance my instructional toolbox, 

I am interested in continuing to take visual design classes. Through Chaffey College’s tuition 

reimbursement program, I have successfully completed three UCLA Design Communication Arts 

classes: Photography 1, Photography 2, and Photoshop 1.         

 

I used Photoshop 

(gradient tool, image 

of Addario memoir, 

and text tool) to 

develop this welcome 

graphic.  

Photo collection classification and 

analysis offers a variety of thematic 

options for essay writing. 

 (Left = photo books for practice 

analysis in class) 



 

 

Extra Credit Opportunity: Panther Cub Family 

Lending Library 

An opportunity for college work to complement 

family time, the Panther Cub Family Lending 

Library is an informal collection of children’s 

reading resources in my Chino campus office. 

English 1A students borrow resources, share 

resources with their children and younger 

siblings, and then write reports in response 

which reflect a combination of child 

development observation and critical resource 

analysis. Age appropriate activities are advised 

to help involve children in both using and 

responding to the resource(s). English 1A 

students write to authentic audiences of other 

students who may choose to borrow the same 

items. 

To discuss possible resources and family extra 

credit projects, I met with two credentialed 

public elementary school teachers, Carrie 

Hackman and Aaron Boehme. Mr. Boehme 

teaches upper grade, and Ms. Hackman teaches 

lower grade. Ms. Hackman is a reading specialist.  

 

I used multiple Photoshop layers, 

images of course resources, and 

the gradient tool to develop this 

visual (left) for use on my website 

and on Moodle. 

Marley and Me: movie and 

multiple books (early 

reader, chapter book, and 

adult/original)  

I selected a bookshelf (left) 

that would blend in with 

the rest of my office.  



Please list all the service activities in which you have been involved since your last evaluation.  

These activities might include participation in college, district, school, or area committees and 

meetings, as well as functions such as commencement and special assignments which may 

include program and curriculum development, student and faculty orientation and mentoring, 

program review, accreditation, professional and staff development, institutional and unit 

planning, and District promotional activities.  In addition, such activities as membership on 

community committees, service as a guest lecturer, authorship of published articles, 

involvement with related professional activities outside the college, or other volunteer or paid 

service activities may be noted. 

 

New Faculty Orientation 2016 

I participated in welcoming the new faculty members, took photos, and shared the 

photos with Cindy Walker, Faculty Success Center Director. 

 

 

Counseling  

(last school year and this school year) tenure committee, Michelle Martinez, Counselor  

(this school year) faculty coach for Rocio Garcia, counselor  

 

(Spring 2016) Hiring Committee: Associate Superintendent of Instruction and 

Institutional Effectiveness Screening Committee  

Rocio Garcia chats with Cindy Walker and 

Wendy Whitney at the 2016 New Faculty 

Orientation.  

(I am thrilled to be Rocio’s Faculty Coach this 

year! We met last year through participation in 

the Library Advisory Committee.) 

 

English department faculty member, 

Deanna Hernandez, arrives for a warm 

welcome! Welcome Day of New Faculty 

Orientation 2016!  



(Fall 2015 semester) Photography Club 

Students from the Fall 2015 semester’s English 1A class were the founding club officers 

Students presented lectures on photo techniques and famous photographers.                     

One evening event: Painting with Light 

 

Professional Development Facilitator  

 

 

(8/12/16) Flipped Approaches to Learning presented with 

D.   Yegge,  T.  Kocher, and J. Eisberg  (My presentation: Using Flipped Classroom Strategies to 

Promote Active Reading Across the Disciplines)        

 

(4/1/16) Infusing Career Exploration in Instruction with Wendy Whitney –  

 

(4/10/15 & 4/17/15) Creating a Culture of Recognition with Donna Colondres and Cindy Walker  

 

(Fall 2014) GIFTS panel presenter (Integrating Career Development Across the Curriculum) 

 

(6/27/14) my presentation: “Flipped Classroom Strategies and Your Instructional Toolbox” 

Young Rhetorician’s Conference, session: Technologies, Learning Tools, and Student Support 

Systems with Marie Boyd (Chaffey College) and others  

Wearing matching chef 

hats, Wendy Whitney and 

I facilitated a “Career 

Integration” seminar at 

the Faculty Success 

Center.  I used my new 

Photoshop skills to adapt 

this restaurant template.  

I would like to learn 

graphic design, so I may 

create original visuals, 

including my own designs 

for learning metaphors 

and other instructional 

design elements. 



Biology  

(this semester) evaluation committee for Robin Ikeda   

 

English 

This semester, I am working on the English Department VIP Goal #2 and the English 575 

textbook list. 

I previously worked with Vicky Tulacro on the “Equity Plan for Latinos—Classroom Practices” 

 

Each semester, I both provide feedback and learn from adjunct English faculty through the 

adjunct instructor evaluation process.  

Since my last evaluation, I added to my instructional toolbox by participating in the evaluation 

committees of Robert Nazar and Bonnie Spears. 

 

Also since my last evaluation, I have organized the nominations and presented the Promising 

Scholar Awards each school year. 

 

Other Service Activities since my last evaluation include 

 

 

 

Previous Committees: limited participation this evaluation cycle  

Professional Development   

Faculty Success Center Advisory Committee  

   

Selfie Scavenger Hunt Preparation 

With other professional development committee members, I 

participated in the summer Selfie scavenger hunt practice round, 

so we would have examples for the real event. 

I took this photo and other photos of professional development 

committee members taking selfies. Using my working knowledge 

of Photoshop, I edited the photos before providing them to Cindy 

Walker, Professional Development Committee. 



 

Tom and Success Center Staff: Halloween 2014 @ Chino                                                                       

(I sometimes take and share photos of events.) 

 

Current Committees 

Technology Committee (subcommittees: video conferencing and Chaffey College website) 

Chino Advisory Team  

Distance Education (reinvesting my focus here after limited previous participation):  

Library Advisory Committee  

 

PLANS   Indicate your plans for the coming school year.  These can include, but not be limited to, 

classes you would like to teach, committees or student activities in which you would like to 

become involved, and/or research or writing projects in which you plan to become involved.     

I enjoy teaching composition courses; I see many opportunities for improving and updating 

course assignments, activities, and online resources when teaching classes that I have taught 

for years. As an educator, I will continue revisiting and updating my instructional practices in 

order to promote student retention and course success. To help engage 21st learners, I intend 

to continue developing my working knowledge of Adobe Captivate, Photoshop, Learning 

Management Systems (Moodle and/or Canvas), and other Flipped Classroom resources. Also, to 

enhance my instructional design toolbox, I would like to continue taking visual design courses. 

As a member of the Technology videoconferencing subcommittee, I wish to promote a respect 

for and culture of video-conferencing between the Rancho, Chino, and Fontana campuses.  

Course Wish List: I would love to work with Robert Nazar on the development of a new 

children’s literature course, and eventually, I would like to teach Shakespeare.   


