
ENGLISH 1B/FINAL PORTFOLIO/SPRING 2013 

Your final portfolio is due on the last day of class.  Your portfolio is expected to feature the 

following materials: 

1. Argument Analysis: Cover Letter or Essay (typed/MLA format) 

2. Project One Final Draft (typed/MLA format) 

3. Project Two Final Draft (typed/MLA format) 

4. Optional: Previously reviewed drafts with student and/or instructor feedback 

 

CHECKLIST: SHOWCASE PORTFOLIO STANDARDS 

Portfolio Assessment: In addition to using English department grading standard for all composition classes, I will 

assess your portfolio using the following questions: 

OVERALL 

1. Does the portfolio feature a total of at least 3,500 typed words?   

2. Do your incorporate uses of appropriate primary and secondary sources? 

3. Do you credit source uses as required through MLA in-text citations? 

4. Do you credit source uses as required in a MLA-style works cited page for each essay? 

5. Do you avoid plagiarism? Portfolios, featuring plagiarism, do not earn points. 

6. Do you use direct quotations, paraphrases, and/or summaries appropriately?     

7. To what extent do you incorporate source uses effectively? 

8. Do you maintain an effective balance between your analysis/contributions and source uses? 

9. Do you analyze at least one of your argument essays in a cover letter or analysis paper (Project 

3)?  To what extent does your analysis effectively establish connections between course 

concepts and your work? 

Essay(s) 

Title 

a. To what extent does the title create interest in the essay? 

b. To what extent does the title reflect the focus of the essay? 

c. To what extent does the title feature concrete, purposeful word choices? 

Introduction 

a. To what extent does the introduction reflect the specific focus of the essay? 

b. To what extent do you employ an introduction strategy to create a purposeful, engaging 

introduction for your readers? 

c. To what extent do you use concrete word choices in the introduction? 



Thesis Statement:  

a. To what extent is the thesis statement a specific, debatable contract with readers?   

b. Do you qualify the thesis statement if helpful?  Do you avoid absolute terms? 

c. To what extent does the thesis statement feature clear, specific language? 

d. To what extent is the thesis statement placed effectively in the essay?   

Suggested: Consider placing your thesis statement at the end of your introduction.   

e. Does the thesis statement clearly feature a claim of fact, value, and/or policy?  If not, is there a 

strong reason for your choice to not use one of these claim types? 

 

Body Paragraphs 

a. To what extent does each body paragraph feature a clear focus? 

b. To what extent does each body paragraph support the writer’s thesis statement? 

c. To what extent does each body paragraph feature a clear topic sentence?  To what extent is the 

placement of each topic sentence effective? 

d. To what extent do body paragraphs feature effective uses of support? 

e. To what extent do you incorporate source uses effectively in the body paragraphs? 

f. To what extent do you address the needs of supportive, wavering, and hostile readers through 

body paragraph choices? 

g. To what extent will various types of readers (supportive, wavering, and hostile) accept the 

warrant(s)?  Are warrants addressed as needed?   

Organization 

a. To what extent do you effectively employ transitions? 

b. To what extent does the essay’s organization promote clarity of ideas for readers? 

c. To what extent does the essay’s organization reflect academic essay genre expectations?   

d. To what extent does the organization contribute to the effectiveness of the argument? 

Rhetorical Strategies: To what extent do rhetorical strategy uses contribute to the effectiveness of the 

argument? 

Language Choices: To what extent do you select appropriate, effective word choices?   

Conclusion: To what extent do you employ an effective conclusion strategy?    

 


