
Reading & Writing Integration 

English 675 

 English 575 

English 475 

 



Integrating Assignments and Syllabi 

•  Pair up and go over sample assignment/syllabi. 
•  Discuss how to tweak the idea so that it includes  

 reading or writing more prominently in the  
 assignment. In other words, if you brought a reading assignment 
then you would be looking for ways to integrate the writing 
process. And if you brought a writing assignment, you would be 
looking for ways to integrate the reading process. 

• Starter ideas that may be relevant: prior knowledge, prediction, 
making connections, author’s purpose, author’s  tone, author’s 
style, main idea  

•  As you finish go up to the large post-it notes and post your ideas 
for assignment revision and be ready to present these ideas to the 
whole group. 

• As you finish, post your ideas on the Discussion Board. (Melissa) 
 



Reading Strategy - ANNOTATING 

 

• Just a note before we begin talking about the Three 
Stages of Reading as it relates to annotating text. 
When the reading instructors decided which reading strategy 
would be the most helpful to present, Annotating was chosen 
because it encompasses within its execution other reading, 
and perhaps writing strategies that students will be using 
throughout the semester in English 675, 575, and 475. This 
strategy, annotation, demonstrates that reading, just like 
writing is a process. 



Three Stages of Reading 

• There are 3 stages of reading that we are going to look at 
before we address Annotation. The stages are BEFORE 
reading, DURING reading, & AFTER reading. This activity 
will be done in groups, so get ready to move and to discuss 
the question that will be specific to your group. 

• DIRECTIONS: At last count, we had 31 people in 
attendance. I would like you to get in 8 groups. Seven of the 
groups will have 4 people and there will be 1 group of three. 

 

 



Three Stages of Reading (continued) 

 
When you have established your group, raise your hand 
and I will give you a 4x6 card. Decide who in your group 
will be the designated writer, who will be the time 
keeper, and who will be the facilitator. 
 
Write your responses on the card and then have the 
designated writer come up and put the group’s answers 
on the Post-It poster that corresponds to your 4x6 card. 



Three Stages of Reading (continued) 

Each group should have one card. That card 
should either say, Before, During, or After 
reading. 

If you have a BEFORE card, then your discussion will be about the 
strategies you use to prepare yourself before you read. 

If you have a DURING card, then your discussion will be about 
the strategies you use during reading (when you are actually 
reading). 

If you have an AFTER card, then your discussion will be about the 
strategies you use after you have finished reading. 



Responses to “BEFORE” reading 

 

 

• Let’s look at the responses for BEFORE reading. 

 
• Why do you think you do these activities before you read? 

• How can these activities help you to understand what you will 
be reading? 



Stages of Reading - DURING 

 

 

 Let’s look at the responses for DURING reading.  

 Why do you think you do these activities during 
reading? 

• How can it help you to understand what you are 
reading? 

 

 



Stages of Reading - AFTER 

 
• Let’s look at the responses for AFTER reading. 

• Why do you think you do these activities after you 
read? 

• How can it help you to understand/remember what 
you just finished reading? 

 



Stages of Reading – Final Thoughts 

 

  Take a minute and look at the Post-it posters for 
“Before” “During” and “After”reading. Are there any 
similarities? Why do you think this happened? 

 

Were there any strategies that you heard others 
mention that they use, but you do not? What would 
be the reason for this? 



Student Approaches to Reading 

• QUESTION:  Do  you think students use these strategies 
(before, during, after) when reading text? 

• Before we answer that question, here is an 
interesting fact – Reading researchers in the 
early 90’s studied the strategies that proficient 
readers used. What they realized was that there 
was a common list of strategies which they 
categorized as – prediction, prior knowledge, 
clarification, questioning, reaction to text, 
making connections, visualizing, and reflection. 
 



Student Approaches to Reading 

• How do we know what strategies students use?  
• I am sure that some of our students use these strategies, but may 

not consciously realize that they do so. Others just read words with 
no comprehension. “Word callers” if you will. 

• In fact, mature readers use vey little cognitive energy determining 
word pronunciation. At a higher level of processing, language and 
world knowledge or experiences are used to derive an 
understanding of the text, which is monitored automatically to 
ensure that the information make sense. (Snow, 1999). A skilled 
reader then predicts the next word or phrase and glances at it to 
confirm the prediction. Printed words are processed quickly, 
automatically, and below the level of consciousness most of the 
time. 

 
 



Student Approaches to Reading 

• Mature readers don’t so much simply read the text 
as dialog with it. Reading is an active process in 
which ideas and concepts are formed and modified, 
details remembered and recalled, and information 
checked. Although much of this is the unconscious 
process of the brain partaking of new information, 
other activities, such as looking up definition, are 
very conscious. 



Annotating 

• One way of evaluating students’ reading is to make the reading process 
visible to them. And that way is ANNOTATING. 

• Annotating allows the student begin engaging ideas and issues directly 
through comments, questions, associations, or other reactions that occur 
to the student as he/she reads. Annotating text makes the reading 
process an active one, not just background for writing assignments, but 
an integral first step in the writing process. 

• Annotation as a Powerful Reading Tool: 
• Recently I came across a document that Harvard College sends incoming 

freshmen to prepare them for academic life. The article was entitled 
“Interrogating Texts: 6 Reading Habits to Develop in Your First Year at 
Harvard” and describes reading behaviors that will help students get the 
most out of text. Website – 
http://hcl.harvard.edu/research/guides/lamont_handouts/interrogating
texts.html 
 

http://hcl.harvard.edu/research/guides/lamont_handouts/interrogatingtexts.html�
http://hcl.harvard.edu/research/guides/lamont_handouts/interrogatingtexts.html�


Annotating 
• I quote from the article: 
• Critical reading—active engagement and interaction with texts—is 

essential to your academic success at Harvard, and to your intellectual 
growth. Research has shown that students who read deliberately retain 
more information and retain it longer. Your college reading assignments 
will probably be more substantial and more sophisticated than those you 
are used to from high school. The amount of reading will almost 
certainly be greater. College students rarely have the luxury of successive 
re-reading of material, either, given the pace of life in and out of the 
classroom. 

•  While the strategies below are (for the sake of clarity), listed 
sequentially, you can probably do most of them simultaneously.  They 
may feel awkward at first, and you may have to deploy them very 
consciously, especially if you are not used to doing anything more than 
moving your eyes across the page.  But they will quickly become habits, 
and you will notice the difference—in what you “see in a reading, and in 
the confidence with what you approach your texts. 
 
 



Annotating 

The article goes on to give suggestions that include 
previewing, annotating, summarizing and analyzing, 
looking for patterns, contextualizing and comparing 
and contrasting and reminds students that all the 
above contribute to thoughtful reading. And one way 
to do this is to give students a detailed list of things 
that they should be doing—a toolbox if you will. 

  

  

 



Annotating 

• So, let’s look at the reading tools that are in a well-stocked 
toolbox. And in doing so, I am going to use a Reading Strategy 
called “Think-Aloud to demonstrate for you, (like I do for my 
students), what proficient readers do to make sense of text and 
because they are proficient, the reading process becomes 
automatic and the readers are not conscious of the process 
because they have been using it for many years.     
 

•     DISTRIBUTE PAGE 1 OF ANNOTATION.   
  
• The reading strategy “Think-Aloud” is described more fully in a 

packet that is at the back of the room. If you are interested in any 
of the strategies mentioned, as well as a few others, please feel 
free to take a packet.  

  
 



Scaffolding/Integration Using This Text 

• SCAFFOLDING - “The Gingham Dress”  
• This piece of text can also be used for all of the English classes. The scaffolding 

will be different as the level of the class. 
•   
• READING 675- QUESTIONS - What kinds of thing did I do before I read the piece? 

What did you hear that I did while reading the text? Can you describe what was 
going on with the voice in your head, as I was reading the text? 

•   
• READING 575 – How does the couple differ from the president? From the 

secretary? What type of attitudes do you see from the characters? Why do the 
characters possess a certain type of attitude? 

•   
• READING 675 – What is the overall tone of this piece? Author’s style? What was 

the main point of this piece? Is this piece credible? How do you know? Give 
evidence? Why is a moral given at the end of the story? What effect, if any, does 
it have on the piece? 
 



Individual Assignment/Syllabi 

• Your homework was to think about a syllabus or an 
assignment that you would like to continue to work on and 
then bring it to the training today. 

• Using the assignment you brought with you, you will need to 
prepare:  

         A draft of a 3-4 week module outline and a major essay  
 assignment – 

  You may work individually, or in groups. Whatever, works 
 best for you. 

Post your work on the Discussion Board so others can have a 
model/sample to view. 

 

 



Final Thoughts 

• Questions: 

• What have you learned from reviewing each 
other’s work? Is there anything new you are 
going to try or do next semester? 

• Are there any questions you have about 
Melissa’s presentation or the reading 
strategies that were presented? 

• Exit survey 
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