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SPECIFIC SKILLS/ABILITIES REQUIRED BY THIS ASSIGNMENT INCLUDE:  

1. Developing your essay with attention to genre, audience, purpose, and tone 

2. Developing a specific thesis statement and topic sentences  

3. Incorporating major and minor supporting details to show as well as tell 

4. Incorporating uses of multiple rhetorical strategies (options include: exemplification, description, 

narration, process analysis, and argumentation) 

5. Choosing effective strategies for developing your introduction, conclusion, and title 

6. Using chronological, progressive, spatial, and/or other appropriate choices for ordering your ideas 

7. Incorporating transitions and repetition in order to connect your ideas together 

8. Drafting your essay paragraphs and considering draft feedback from test readers 

9. Revising and editing your work for the professor’s review 

TRAPS TO AVOID: You will want to avoid the following problems. 

1. Forgetting to use MLA style essay format 
2. Not meeting the requirements of the essay assignment 
3. Missing class time and missing important project information 
4. Having concerns about the project without addressing them as needed 
5. Developing a vague/general thesis statement that is difficult to prove 
6. Forgetting to show as well as tell 
7. All forms of Plagiarism (Review related policies on the course syllabus.) 

Choose one of the following options for your essay topic: 

1. Should sixth grade educators teach The Hunger Games?  Take and support a specific 
position.  (You may focus on the book and/or the film.)  Your completed essay is 
expected to include an introduction, four or more body paragraphs, and a conclusion.  

 
2. Should administrators ban high school students from bringing cell phones to campus?  

Take and support a specific position.  Your completed essay is expected to include an 
introduction, four or more body paragraphs, and a conclusion. 

 

3. Take and support a specific position about an educational practice of your choice.  Your 
completed essay is expected to include an introduction, four or more body paragraphs, 
and a conclusion.  You may choose to focus the entire essay on a practice at one specific 
school; if so, incorporate that school’s name into your thesis statement and each essay 
paragraph.  If you do not focus on one specific school, make sure your essay features 
another specific focus.  For example, you may choose to focus on one specific 
educational level. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

   
  
 


