
Spotlighting Key Elements of Argument 

1. Definition (CHAPTER FOUR) 

A. Which term(s) are defined for readers?   

B. Which definition strategies are used? (stipulation, examples, negation, and/or 

extended definition) 

C. Revision and Definition: How may definition still be added? 

2. Claims (CHAPTER FIVE) 

A. Does the writer develop an overall fact, value, and/or policy claim essay? 

B. Does the writer qualify claims? (pg. 171) 

3. Types of Support (CHAPTER SIX) 

A. Which types of support does the writer into in the essay? 

B. Which types of evidence are used?  Why? 

C. Does the writer appeal to needs and/or values? 

D. Evaluate the writer’s uses of evidence (pages 210 - 217) 

E. Evaluate the writer’s appeals to needs and values (pages 221 - 222) 

F. Where does the writer use direct quotation to incorporate support in the 

essay?  Where does the writer use paraphrase?  Where does the writer use 

summary?  Why? 

G. How does the writer use primary evidence?   

 

4. Warrants (CHAPTER SEVEN) 

A. Discuss the warrants in this argument. 

B. To what extent do you think various types of readers (supportive, wavering, 

and hostile) will accept these warrants? 

C. Are there stated and/or unstated warrants? 

D. Does the writer provide backing for the warrant(s)?  Why and/or why not? (272-

274) 

E. Does the argument feature a reservation or reservations? (273-274) 

5. Logic (CHAPTER EIGHT: Guide on Page 319) 

A. If the essay is making use of induction, that is drawing a conclusion based on 

a number of individual examples, does the writer have enough examples to justify 

the conclusion?  In other words, will readers be able to make the inductive leap 

from examples to the conclusion the writer is asking them to make? (297-299) 

B. If the writer is making use of deduction, is the conclusion a logical one based 

on the premises underlying it?  Reminder: Avoid wording the thesis in absolute 

terms, like all, every, everyone, everybody, and always. (301-305) 



C. Has the writer avoided common logical fallacies? (308-319)  If not, has the 

writer identified and removed the argument's common logical fallacies? (308-319) 

E. Has the writer removed short cuts (eg: cliches and slogans)? (360-365, 372) 

F. Is the writer’s voice appropriate for the audience and subject?                                                             

(entire chapter w/ pg. 372) 

 

7. Part Three: Researching, Writing, and Presenting Arguments 

A. Which invention strategies did the writer use to develop the argument? 

B. Which choices did the writer make in organizing the argument?                                                  

C. Discuss the writer’s research process. 

D. Did the writer use primary sources?  If so, how did the writer develop primary 

source research? 

E. Which library databases did the writer use?  How did the writer discover these 

sources?  Why did the writer select them?  How did the writer evaluate source 

credibility? 

F. How did the writer address at least one opposing viewpoint in the essay? (441-

442) 

G. Discuss the writer’s style of writing.  (445-446) 

H. Discuss the essay's tone. (446) 

 

8. Other: 

A. 

B. 

C. 

D. 

6. Language (CHAPTER NINE) 
A. Has the writer avoided language with connotations that might produce a 
negative reaction in the audience and weaken the argument? (343-345, 372) 
B. Has the writer used slanted language?  Why?  Do you think it may weaken 
and/or advance the argument?  Discuss. (345-356, 372) 
C. To what extent, if at all, does the writer incorporate picturesque language? 
(357, 372) 
D. Has the writer replaced abstract word choices with concrete ones as 
appropriate?  
(358-360, 372) 


