
 
 
 
 



Sentence Fluency is the rhythm and flow of the language, the sound 
of word patterns, the way in which the writing plays to the ear, not just 
to the eye. How does it sound when read aloud? That's the test. Fluent 
writing has cadence, power, rhythm, and movement. It is free of 
awkward word patterns that slow the reader's progress. Sentences vary 
in length and style, and are so well crafted that the writer moves 
through the piece with ease.  

Key question: Can you feel the words and phrases flow  
 together as you read aloud? 
Key scoring points: 
Strong writing has an easy flow, rhythm and cadence.  
 Sentences are well built.  
Developing writing text hums along with a steady beat, but  
 tends to be more pleasant or businesslike than musical.  
Beginning writing sentences are choppy, incomplete, rambling, 

 or awkward. Phrasing does not sound natural.  
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Sentence Fluency: 
A Lesson in Sentences 

 A common weakness in writing is the lack of 
varied sentences. Becoming aware of the types 
of sentences can help you vary the sentences in 
your writing. The most effective writing uses a 
variety of sentence types. 



Sentence Fluency: 
A Lesson in Sentences 

INDEPENDENT CLAUSE 
 a group of words that contains a subject and a verb and 

expresses a complete thought. Referred to as 
independent because while it may be part of a longer 
complex sentence, it can stand by itself as a complete 
sentence. EX: He went to the movie. 

 
DEPENDENT CLAUSE 
 a group of words that contains a subject and a verb but 

does NOT express a complete thought. Referred to as 
dependent because it cannot stand alone as a complete 
sentence – it depends on other parts of the sentence to 
make it a complete thought. EX: After they saw the 
movie. 



Sentence Fluency: 
SIMPLE SENTENCES 

Has the most basic elements that make it a sentence: subject, 
verb, expresses complete thought. 

May have a single or compound subject or verb. 
Has only ONE independent clause; NO dependent clauses. 
Tip: Too many simple sentences can make writing choppy and 

childlike.  
 
EXAMPLES: 
The train was late. 
Mary and Samantha took both the bus and the train. 
Mary and Samantha arrived at the bus station before noon and 

left at 1:00. 



Sentence Fluency: 
COMPOUND SENTENCES 

Made up of two or more independent clauses (or complete 
sentences) joined by either a semicolon (;) or a comma 
followed by a coordinating conjunction.  

Remember FANBOYS (For, And, Nor, But, Or, Yet, So) are 
your coordinating conjunctions. 

TIP: Too many compound sentences that use “and” can 
weaken writing. 

 
EXAMPLES: 
Joe waited for the train; the train was late. 
I looked for Mary and Samantha at the bus station, but they 

arrived before noon and left at 1:00. 
Mary and Samantha left on the bus, so I did not see them at 

the station. 



Sentence Fluency: 
COMPLEX SENTENCES 

Made up of an independent clause and one or more dependent 
clauses. 

Dependent Clauses begin with a SUBORDINATING CONJUNCTION. 
Some of the most common subordinating conjunctions are after, 
although, as, because, before, even though, if, since, though, 
unless, until, when, whenever, whereas, wherever, while… 

If the DEPENDENT CLAUSE comes first, you must follow it with a 
comma. If the INDEPENDENT CLAUSE comes first, you do NOT 
need a comma. 

 
EXAMPLES: 
While he waited at the train station, Joe realized that the train was 

late. 
Joe realized that the train was late while he waited at the bus station 

and while Samantha and Mary waited at the bus station. 



Sentence Fluency: 
COMPOUND-COMPLEX SENTENCES 

Made up of two or more independent clause and one or 
more dependent clauses. 

Make sure you aren’t forcing too many thoughts into one 
sentence 

 
EXAMPLES: 
Joe realized that the train was late while he waited at the 

train station, so he sat down to read. 
After they left on the bus, Mary and Samantha realized that 

Joe was waiting at the train station, so they called him on 
his cell phone. 



Sentence Fluency: 
SENTENCE TIPS 

A variety of sentence types makes writing more interesting.  
 
 Mix up sentences, but not just randomly – carefully craft 

your sentence lengths, using shorter sentences for 
impact and longer sentences for explanations. 

 
 Use simple sentences when the idea is direct and… 

simple. 
 Use compound sentences when two ideas or statements 

should be brought together. 
 Use complex sentences when one idea or statement is a 

helper or comparison for another idea or statement. 



Sentence Fluency 
Read Aloud Checklist 

 Does the reader have any areas where he runs out of 
breath? If so, look at those areas for possible run-ons. 

 Do any areas sound short and choppy? If so, look at those 
areas for fragments or overuse of simple sentences.  

 Are there any fragments or incomplete thoughts? 
Rewrite to make them complete sentences. 

 Do several sentences begin the same way? If so, rewrite 
to vary the beginnings. 



Sentence Fluency 
Read Aloud Checklist 

 Do several sentences sound the same? If so, rework some 
of the sentence structures.  

 Do the sentences all seem to be of the same length? If so, 
rewrite to add sentence variety. 

 Does the reader get lost and have to backtrack in any 
areas? If so, look at how the sentences connect to each 
other. Rewrite them so that their relationship is clearer. 



Sentence Fluency 
Read Aloud Checklist 

 Do any areas of the reading sound effortless, 
flowing, and rhythmic? If so, these areas contain 
good sentence fluency. 

 Do any areas invite expressive, oral reading? If 
so, they contain good sentence fluency. 
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